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Because  of  continued  and  urgent  demand  for  ordinances  affecting 
or  relating  to  fire  limits  and  the  construction,  alteration  or  repair  of 
buildings  in  communities  of  thirty  thousand  persons  and  less  and 
because  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  field  has  disclosed  the  fact  that  there 
are  more  than  a  thousand  such  cities  in  the  United  States  without  anv 
building  regulations,  this  hand  book  of  ordinances  has  been  compiled. 

It  is  intended  to  serve  as  a  reasonable  regulation  of  ordinary 
building  construction  uhere  congestion  is  not  abnormal  but  does  not 
constitute  a  building  code  in  the  general  sense  of  the  word.  However, 
it  should  prove  a  reliable  guide  for  safe  construction  legislation  pend- 
ing the  natural  growth  of  the  community  and  the  resultant  economic 
and  consequently  larger  use  of  building  materials. 

It  will  be  found  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  additions 
and  revisions  to  meet  changing  conditions.  Furthermore,  because  it 
is  impracticable  to  draft  a  code  suitable  for  adoption,  without  change, 
by  all  communities,  it  will  no  doubt  be  necessary  before  adoption  to 
make  such  changes  and  revisions  as  will  best  suit  local  conditions,  and 
comply  with  existing  state,  building  or  housing  laws. 

The  matter  appearing  in  the  appendix  is  of  an  educational  and 
explanatory  nature  and  will  he  found  generally  useful  in  connection 
ivith  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  buildings.  These  items  may 
be  used  in  connection  with  the  ordinance  if  deemed  advisable  by  the 
city  authorities. 

In  presenting  this  work  ive  ivish  to  acknoivledge  the  assistance  of 
many  Engineers  and  Architects,  ii'hose  contributions  and  constructive 
criticism  have  added  much  to  the  value  of  the  material  herein. 

Architectural  and  Building  Code  Service, 

National  Lumber  Manufacturers  Association, 

Chicago,  Illinois 
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